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who, therefore, knows the pulse of India on this question, and by
an ex-Viceroy of India in the person of Lord Curzon. All these
noblemen spoke fervently in our behalf and admitted the full jus-
tice of our demands. They did not satisfy themselves with general
statements but each of them showed a mastery of details of the
question which one is not accustomed to in such debates. Of Lord
Ampthill's great pains, care and attention we have now known
for a number of years. His Lordship has made our question his
own. But it is most consoling and refreshing to find Lords Cur-
zon and Sydenham also possessing a wonderful grasp of the sub-
ject. Their interest in our question is a happy augury for the
future and it considerably strengthens Lord AmpthilTs hands
in his advocacy of a cause he has found to be just and of such
Imperial importance as to warrant, in the midst of his many
other activities, his constant and personal attention.

The debate shows, too, that Lord Crewe had no case. The
attitude of non possumus that he took up is dangerous in the
extreme. We venture to think that the doctrine of non-inter-
ference by the Imperial authority with the domestic affairs of
self-governing Colonies is being carried too far and is reaching
a point that endangers the very stability of the Empire. It is a
mockery to describe self-governing Colonies as part of the British
Dominions if they are to be so independent that they may defy
Imperial traditions and Imperial considerations. They cannot, for
any length of time and with safety to the Empire to which they
pretend to belong, always take and never give. As has been point-
ed out by the great English newspapers which we have already
quoted, the Union Government were ready enough to fall back
upon Imperial troops in the hour of their need.1 May they not
be expected to show equal readiness to help the Imperial Gov-
ernment out of a serious situation facing them in their Gov-
ernment of the Indian Empire by doing a simple act of justice?
India will certainly demand and have a satisfactory answer some
day.
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